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Maglaque (Univ. of St. Andrews) explores the relationships between humanist scholarship, empire, and 
the broader social world in this interdisciplinary study of Renaissance Venice and the Mediterranean at 
the turn of the 16th century. The book makes its points through case studies of two Venetian patricians 
on the social and geographic margins of Venice: Giovanni Bembo and Pietro Coppo, both of whom left 
an unusual amount of biographical documentation. In six chapters, Maglaque explores the two men’s 
respective families, their humanist writings, their spouses, their complicated identities, and their 
conceptions of empire. The book successfully integrates social and intellectual history while adding new 
ideas for both groups of historians to ponder. In approach and presentation; it resembles a very good 
microhistory that takes seriously the saturation of humanist learning in both its subjects and the broader 
early 16th century. The book demonstrates the importance of trying to understand the interior lives of 
early modern women and men, even as much work remains on that ambitious and challenging topic. 
 
Summing Up: Recommended. Advanced undergraduates and above. 
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